
Planning your Irrigation System 

If you choose to install your own  irrigation system then we recommend that you take the following simple steps: 

If you are sourcing your water from water tanks or some other source other than mains, then skip step 1 below and replace 
it with the specifications and details of your pump, tank , pipes sizes and lengths or anything else related to your source of 
water. 

Step 1. Calculate the amount of flow available at your Tap(s). 

We will assume that most people don’t have a pressure gauge test kit so we will describe how to use the bucket method 
which everyone can do. 

 Conduct the test at a time that you would normally be turning your system on (i.e 6pm to 10am)  

 Make sure all other taps and appliances are turned off  

 Place a normal 9 or 10 litre garden bucket under your tap and with a watch with a second hand at the ready, turn 
the tap on fully and time how long it takes to completely fill the bucket. Repeat the same test for other outside taps 
that could be used as the source of water for your system.  

Step 2. Download the Irrigation Planning sheet PDF on this page 

 Print out the planner, preferably on A3 size, otherwise A4 will suffice.  

 Draw your property boundaries using as much of the page as you can.  

 Use a scale of either 1cm = 2m or 1cm = 1m or 0.5cm = 1m. The second is most desirable as long as it fits on the page.  

Alternatively you can join two pages together with tape. If you don't wish to draw it to scale then simply write all the 
measurements down on your planner.  

 Measure and draw all your buildings on the plan  

 Measure and draw your garden beds, lawns, driveways and paths on the plan  

 Measure and draw where your taps are located on the plan  

 Roughly calculate the slope(s) of the land and note them on the plan  

 If you are sourcing water using a pump then draw on the plan where your tanks and pumps are located  

 On your plan mark where your plants are located and if possible provide the details of the type of plants they are.  

 It would also be helpful if you noted the type of soil you have, particularly in your garden.  

 Note on the drawing where your external power points are located  

Step 3. Come to one of our shops at Braeside, Burwood, Wantirna or Hoppers Crossing. 

With the knowledge of how long it took to fill the 9 or 10 litre bucket we can now calculate the water flow available for your 
system. From your drawing so far we can plan the irrigation system for you and prepare an obligation free quotation for all 
the components you require to do the job yourself.. 

Step 4. Purchase your components 

If you accept our quotation, come back into the store and we will go over the detailed irrigation plan with you so you 
understand how it will work and make any modifications required. If you accept our quotation and are happy with how your 
irrigation system will work then purchase the components quoted (or as modified at your request). Our staff will give you the 
detailed irrigation plan and all the necessary guidance on how the products work and how the components fit  together. (It 
really is very simple and will save you a lot of money by doing it yourself) 

Step 5. Install you irrigation system. 

It’s over to you now but if you are doing the work during our open hours and you run into a problem, give us a call or drop 
into one of the shops and one of our staff will help you.
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